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Results showed that, despite many subjects' reports of feeling
"pepped up," benzedrine failed to affect mental ability signifi-
cantly. The results of several independent investigations verified
this finding. It is possible to predict, therefore, that benzedrine
will not have a noticeable effect on the mental performance of
most persons.
In all sciences, unfortunately, scientific procedure sometimes is
violated. An investigator's bias occasionally creeps in to prejudice
results. Too few subjects to justify conclusions may be used. Care-
less measurements and calculations have been known to occur.
On the other hand, scientists keep errors at a minimum by check-
ing each other's work constantly and by repeating experiments
whose results seem doubtful.
Certain studies are called "pseudo-sciences" because validity
is claimed for their findings but no effort is made to use scien-
tific procedures. For example, the astrologist says ability and
personality are determined by planetary conditions. But he pro-
duces no proof. The proof, of course, would be to show that
persons born at the same time have similar personalities, in con-
trast to persons born at different times. This has never been
demonstrated. Until it is, astrology cannot be considered a legiti-
mate science. The same is true of phrenology, which interprets
personality by bumps on the head; of physiognomy, which reads
character from facial features; and of graphology, which bases its
interpretations upon certain characteristics of a person's hand-
writing.
Special Psychological Methods
When they experiment, psychologists use one or more of four
methods. These methods are:
i. Introspection. Here a subject reports his own
inner experience. If shown two designs and asked
which he prefers, he gives his own subjective
report. Probably he tells the truth, but verifica-